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gatherings of any size on almost any subject with which I had any
acquaintanceship, but in this place it is a lot different. Your words

must be carefully chosen, your subject must be carefully chosen, the §
facts that you have must be carefully chosen and very thoroughly doc- ‘
umented because there are ninety-six people sitting there who, among
them, constitute experts on any subject which you care to mention. If
you talk loosely or use facts that are not backed, you very quickly get §

called on them.

To say that my knees were rattling when I stood up would be to
put it mildly. But I was confident that my words would float around in |
the eaves of the chamber, get briefly mixed up with the historic words
of the great men who had spoken there before me, and be very quickly "
lost and forgotten. But they will not be forgotten by me, because that |

will be, as they say here, my maiden attempt, and now that it is over,

I have a lot of the confidence in my ability to express myself in the
future. Still, I plan to proceed from here very slowly, being careful |
to select the subjects I know something about, and waiting until I 4
have a year or so under my belt before attempting any further major

addresses with my floor appearances, other than helping in the general
debate of subjects which are germane to my committees.

Journal Entry (March 12, 1953)

I'am in my office. It is just about sundown. It been a hot, muggy |

spring day, and as I look out to the northwest I can see the Washing-
ton Monument, and the low hanging clouds, and I am thinking about

events that have transpired since I arrived here and what, if anything
>

I can begin to conclude from these experiences.

One thing giving me concern is an obvious lack of unity within
the Republican Party. By this I don’t mean lack of purpose rather a
lack of unity along the lines that the Democratic Party displays so
well in the Senate. They have discipline; we dont. We seem to lack
aggressive, strong leadership willing to develop issues which are so
clearly with us, and then bring them out on the floor. There s a lack of
interest on ;he floor from the Republicans; there are very few members
of our party on the floor during debate or during discussion. I don’t
know what it is. Perhaps it is the fact that we haven’t been in power for
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(wenty years and have forgotten the organization that is needed to get
things done, and it’s most important we get organized for next year,
1954. I am not concerned to the point where I am going to give up
hope for this unity, because there is evidence that it is going to come,
and I think that as the newness of our reacquired power wears off, we
will get down to business.

The big thing that has happened here in a legislative way since the
last time I talked into this dictating device was the Tidelands debate,
which developed into a record breaking filibuster lasting some four
and a half weeks. Because Peggy and the children are not with me this
year, I am, therefore, one of the few unattached men, at least for the
time being, so I volunteered my services for the night-time sessions
of this debate. T was glad that I did because I got to hear a lot of it
and I got to develop an idea in my own mind as to what this thing
really was all about. In fact, I was there the night that Senator Wayne
Morris of Oregon talked for twenty-two hours and some minutes. I
remember that I went home at six in the morning and after taking a
bath and changing my clothes, I returned to hear the finish of what is
the longest speech in the history of the Senate, if it means anything.
| personally would rather see a2 man spend more time thinking about
what he is going to say than getting up and saying it for that length of
time and accomplishing nothing. '

Now there is a group of people in both parties that we like to refer
to as New Dealers or Fair Dealers. They are neither regular Demo-
crats nor regular Republicans, and we've got them in both parties.
'I'hese are people who, by long association with the New Deal and
the Fair Deal, have become inculcated with their ideas and principles
(0 the point that they feel the federal government should have the
power over everything, that the federal government should dominate

the states, it should dominate business, it should control the economy
and the unions and control the life of this country. I suspect that if
| told any one of these men that, they would probably challenge me,
but nevertheless, their actions speak louder than their thinking and in
their expression. Now on the other side, you have members of both
parties, particularly among the Southern Democrats, who believe in
states rights and who believe that the federal government should be
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out of the state and local government picture entirely, and out of the |
affairs of business as well.

I sense here a realignment of Southern conservative Democrats |
with Democrats and Republicans of the West and Middle West. The |
New Deal and Fair Deal folks are coming from the eastern seaboard, i
and it is alarming to me to see how far they have gone. They are con- ~:
trolled by the dictates of the labor unions, the dictates of the stron- '
ger minority groups are felt in almost every decision they make, in ! {
almost every debate they enter. This thinking is a far cry from that of
the Western senator and the Southern senator who believe in the free |
enterprise system, who believe in the freedom of the individual and }
the freedoms of the states. After only four months, I am beginning
to see a cleavage that is new, but nevertheless, I think it is going to ',
develop as one of the major issues in the future and that will be the | !
federal government against the states and individuals, and it should be
an interesting one to pursue.

Since my last report, I have been to Springfield, Illinois to speak to
the Federation of Retailers; up in Maine to speak to the young Repub- 1

licans; and I gave talks here to the Tubercular Society, the Furmture ‘

address at my old school, Staunton Military Academy, and a few days
later I will give the graduation speech at a luncheon for the School of |
Retailing at New York University. So I have been kept fairly busy on

the speaking circuit, so to speak. ]

Journal Entry (Late December 1953)

Goldwater at this time purchased a small 185- -horsepower Beec/?cmﬁ
Bonanza aircraft to fly back and forth between Arizona and Washington.

Soon he would find that the air force made their jets available to senators,
which cut his travel time even more.

My how time flies. It is now nearly the end of December, just a litele
under a week until Christmas, and the family has gathered here today
in Washington prior to departing to Phoenix the day after tomorraw
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(or the Christmas holidays. We'll all return on January 4th so the chil-
dren can re-enter school and I can attend the opening of the second
session of this 83rd Congress. It’s been a long time since my last dic-
tation about the happenings of this year, but I think I can remember
vividly enough the important things to get them down in their order
of importance to me. . . .

During the last two months of this first session, I engaged in sev-
eral debates, most notable of which was the five-billion-dollar budget
cut to the air force, and I know that the air force took a rather dim
view of a former air force officer standing up to argue against them.
At one point on the floor, I was openly challenged by Senator Stu-
art Symington of Missouri, who used to be the civilian head of the
air forces at the Pentagon, who found it odd that an air force officer
would want to cut the air force’s appropriation. I reminded him that
my first duty was to my country and my people and certainly not to
the air force. I went on to support this cut, which went through. Now,
| am pleased to say, after inspecting and watching the air force, that I
fcel we have a better and stronger air force than we did before, and the
cut, instead of hurting them, made them work harder and as a result
of that, we have something to show for it.

Just prior to the Fourth of July, during the appropriation hearings
on foreign aid, I introduced an amendment on the portion of foreign
nid which would give four hundred million dollars to France for their
war in Indo-China. My amendment said that this money would be
[orcthcoming only when France set a target date for the framing of a
constitution and the establishment of independence for those states.*
It scemed rather inconsistent to me, inconsistent certainly with the
principles of this Republic, that we, who have fought so hard for free-
dom against Britain, would now be supporting openly a country like
l'rance with colonizing ambitions. My amendment caused quite a

* Goldwater’s amendment stated, “That no such expenditure shall be made until the
Government of France gives satisfactory assurance to the President of the United
States that an immediate declaration will be made to the people of the Associ-
ated states [of Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam] setting a target date for the adop-
tion of a constitution for such States, and for the establishment of their complete

indenendence ”
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commotion on the floor. The debate stretched on hour after hour, and
all the time I knew, of course, that it didn’t have a chance of passing,
but as I say, it was a matter of principle and I wanted to introduce it,
which I did. I did accept an amendment from Senator John Kennedy
of Massachusetts, which, in effect, toned it down to practically no
effect, and that was defeated; we only picked up seventeen votes,

I'am not conceited enough, or should I say, I don't like to sound
like T am conceited enough, to think that this action had anything to
do with France’s subsequent announcement that these states would
be granted their freedom. But that has come about and now j¢ only
remains to be seen if France will keep her word. . . .

We received the tragic and dreadful news of the passing of Sena-
tor Bob Taft. I don’t recall a time in history when a man like this was
needed as badly as he was needed and is still needed today. While I
did not support him in his candidacy for the presidency of the United

States, nevertheless, T have always recognized his brilliance and lead-

ership. And while we expected his death, the news of it came with a
sobering shock and we realized that our work was made doubly dif-
ficult by his passing. He was the one man in the Senate who was able
to control Eisenhower’s wishes stemming from the president’s lack of
experience in politics, and prompted by the men who advise him, too

many of whom have left wing tendencies. Bob would see to ¢ that |

requests did not reach the Senate or the Congress when he knew they
would be defeated, and he quietly guided the president’s decisions
wisely in all political matters. . . .

One thing developed during the first session, and it has become
more evident in the months since, and thar is the fact that the Repub-
lican Party does not have leadership at the top. The president has been
very reluctant to assume such a leadership role. T am very hopeful that
in the coming session he will do that, but through the past several
months it has become more and more evident that he does not want
to bother himself or indulge himself in the leadership that is necessary
for this party.

In addition, the advice that he has been getting from his little
circle of advisors seems to me to continue to be of the New Deal type.
In fact, the question as the year ends is: What will the president’s mes-
sage indicate? Another New Deal type of program or a return to the
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principles of the Republic? And of course, I hope it is the latter. If. we
had wanted more of the New Deal, we would have been r.nuch wiser
to have kept the old administration in because t.he.y were quite adeptl att
ignoring the concept of the Constitution and. giving away’ the peop ;s
money and taking away their rights and privileges. I don’t know who
these advisors can be. I don’t have too much faith in Tom Dewey or
in Sherman Adams, and no faith whatsoever in some of the men fzvho
were taken directly out of the New Deal gang and have been r.etalned
in high places in this government. These holdo'vers are effecting t(zlo
many decisions and I am hopeful that they will go. A lot depen.lj
upon what message the president delivers to us next ]anu'ary, and I wi
refrain from making any more remarks until after that tlme.so we can
judge the course that he chooses down which the Republican Party
will be asked to go. .

At the present time, the forty-seven Republicans seem to be going
in forty-seven directions. But, happily the forty-seven Democ.rats rjlr;
doing pretty much the same thing, and they also lacl.< leadership, l\;wth
the exception of former President Truman and Adlai ‘Stevenson, ot
of whom are heaping discredit upon the Democratic Party, so as a
Republican, I hope they continue to be that partyjs leaders. But for
the sake of America, I am hoping that the Democratic Party finds new,
vigorous leadership and will allow it to develop. ' )

Much has been said the last few months about the {nﬂuenc.e o
Senator Joe McCarthy on the Republican Party, and here in Washing-
ton it has bordered on hysteria. As I have traveled out over the coun-
try, I find that the people are pretty much in accord with what Joe
has been trying to do. Some don’t agree with his methods, but almost
as a whole, they want to get rid of communists in ‘govcfrnment and
they recognize that the job will not be easy and tlllat it might take tile
methods employed by McCarthy and his committee. Un‘fortunate ya
this whole matter of McCarthy was allowed to develop into a fight
between the president and his Secretary of State John Foster Dulles
and McCarthy. This was certainly encouraged by the New Deal pri:ss
and the left wing columnists who kept saying: “Let’s' you and him
fight.” And that finally came about. I think that Joe realizes the danger

. . e
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indicates a wise decision on his part to wait until Jan i
what the program is going to be. e s
This w i i
s l:;f lt)}:rilfﬂof Mciarthy 1s a stupid example of how Ameri-
i Dealueﬁce .by the press, by the left wing writings
e e Deal cC anEng.s of the columnists and news com-
mentators who cCarthy, in fact, who hate any Republican or
‘ emocrats. I have learned some things in thi
ave .learned'that our fears in the West about people in thi A
wanting to circumvent the Constitution are certainly true ;u:ZuIntry
:z;tt :Isl f;:lrfuil .tonighlzl as I was a year ago when I was headin.g to Wa:lrln
at this could and might happen to thi :
don’t recognize rights of the states. Ral:t)ll:er th(;yt}lzi;}(: l:tlzl}; Pe?lille %
(c);;; :tf ngvc(:im.ment here is one of federal domination. It’s 01: of fZ;:rZ
S .
cperadon Rec;rLllg.;bl;::aeliylt)l;;rtlyg.al 1I(\)Ir(l)w v&.r}Elt l:emains to be seen is whether
g : . . g with the conservative Democrats
tghi lilgg f/[ eg; ljg:r;sft (t:hls notion of the federal government doing evej)rf
ol TS ato:gres; are ;o engrossed over international affairs,
e, the , and so orth, that they have lost sight of this
ental concept of government that the power of the federal
if)ven?ment s.te.ms from the states and the people, and not in th . ;ra
t ;lrl:icz;or;.eThls is }gloing to cause divisions in the party just as sure Zsc}tar:
» because those people on the eastern seaboard look b i
e | ' . ook beseeching]
0 e fe ;c(:::;e;te fzrt e\;erylzhmg, while we in the West and the Soft}):
e oo o. 00k to us and stay away from us except in the
[ pacch o(rilsutuuon says they should be of assistance to us.
e beag::e :)Olf that you can’t run government like you run a
S you can puta lot of good business practices into the
eperadon tholmxzuftees and offices, but I don’t think that the govern-
mene e ole, being th? gigantic thing that it is, can be run along
i dss ’co}ilcepts. Still, we can do a lot better than we have been
T, W ont have to spend the money that we have been spending.
- we can balance the budget, but I think it is goi
ot of hard work and a lot of guts to do it il
... Mywo ree.
ot ;IWO :li rcl)n ;lllletll;ab;rf(:ommlt_tee has been most interesting,
the Democratic Par%y is one tht zi_lnj;il'ey ot e el
Jem ‘ ittee—n i
a sprinkling of such left wingers from our OWI’(I) tp:;tr:eozui(tmt;:)e h:Vf
—D11
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pear to have a very fair attitude about the law, and look
¢s side and labor’s side, but most importantly, the
een a big clamor about agriculture for
cived by farmers have dropped
s administration took

they all ap
both at managemen
public’s side. . . . There has b
the past six months, as the prices rec
about eight and a half to nine points since thi
office. But that doesnt compare with the nearly eighte
ped prior to our coming in. The farmer wants everything.
o be supported. He wants a guaranteed profit, which
.. T have been very proud of the

en points that

they drop
'The farmer wants t
is against the free enterprise system. .
cattle people of Arizona during this whole clamor for price supports on
beef. They have, almost to a man, opposed it, wanting the government
to stay out, wanting to operate their own businesses with the laws of
supply and demand governing their actions and prices. It is refreshing
to find Arizona cattlemen, and I'll say this of Arizona farmers as well,

acting like real, solid American business people. It is refreshing because
s and representatives think only of
them votes, not what can
of our American

here in the east, the eastern senator
what can be given to people that might gain
be given to people that will insure the continuance
of government and our American system of free enterprise.

I have been on several television shows, have been in sixteen states
and in general have done my little bit towards furthering the Repub-
lican cause, but chiefly trying to'explain what we have done, what’s
been accomplished, because we have made definite inroads into the
problems which existed when we came here. . . . My pride in this job
grows with the passing of every day, and the realization of its problems
and my desire to do a good job continues to grow. I
recognize the limitations that I have, but I'll do what I can to over-

come them and I think in the years to come, I will have the privilege
ent of American history, that

we'll find this country

system

increases daily,

of living through an interesting developm
God willing and the American people helping,
ce again solidly on the paths that the Republic was founded on.

s adjourned a few days after Bob Taft’s death and we all
s into the country to mend our fences and talk
‘o the folks at home. I flew the Bonanza back out to Phoenix and
made the return trip in one day, but it meant fifteen hours of flying
in one day and I hereby solemnly state that I will never do that again.

on
Congres
went our separate way.

I’'m not as voung as I used to be.
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assure you, Bud, that under circumstances as they stand today, I feel
that I not only could not get the nomination but that if I happened
to get it, I could never be elected. I think the country might accept a
Catholic, but I don’t think they are ready to take a person who is Jew-
ish, or half Jewish, and I wish you would keep that latter statement
under your hat, but I am convinced of that.

Notes (July 29, 1959)

Before turning to the first notes that Goldwater would make regarding the
book that would become The Conscience of a Conservative, the book isself
needs to be placed in context, because it would become 4 political classic
and there remains considerable confusion as to who did what and how. One
commentator, for example, later wrote, “The truth is that Goldwater had
almost nothing to do with the book that made him Jamous and launched his
national political career.”™ This is not correct.

- When flying west, Goldwater had Jotted down his first thoughts for
a book, which he though he might do with L. Brent Bozell, Jr, a Jyoung
conservative writer who had written speeches Jor him in the past. Bozell
had been William Buckley, Jr.s debate partner at Yale, had married Buck-

leys sister Patricia, and had worked with Buckley on his new publication . |

* the National Review. On this date, Goldwater dictated his Sirst thoughts
over the telephone to his secretary in Washington to give to Brent to start
him thinking about the book project, which the senator would discuss with
Bozell when he returned. These raw notes indicate that Goldwater had no
clear vision of where he wanted the book o 8o, other than that it should

i

somehow capture the emotions he felt about his country as he traveled it and =~

about the everyday people who are the country and that the book should be
as basic as our founding documents and speak to all Americans.

How many times have I flown across our county? I cannot even estimate
but I am always eager for the thrill, for with it goes many emotions,
among them that physical one of being up there among the clouds or
alone in the blue of Heaven, and the mental one being my problem

* See John B. Judis, “The Man who Knew Too Little,”Washington Post, September

24, 1995, /m;o://www.was/oingtonpo.ct.com/wp-.crv/:zy/e//ongterm/bao/es/rez/iews/
goldwater. him.
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to get to the point I started for. I have always thought the spiritual
[celing of seeing my America unrolled below me to be the strongest;
the greenness of the valleys of California, the better known and loved
beauties and canyons of Arizona; the Rockies, the flat Middle West,
the streams and farms of the East, the hills that keep the East from
the West. But in this emotion is the even stronger one wrapped up in
the people who live in our country—the aircraft worker of Califor-
nia, the cowboy of my state, the miner in the Rockies, the farmer in
[ndiana, the businessman of the towns and cities, the doctor, lawyer,
the automobile worker in Detroit, and the tobacco man of the South,
the banker of New York and the professor in Princeton—what does
he think of our country? This is what occurs to me as America unrolls
as a gorgeous carpet beneath my flight. What is [the feeling of the
American citizen as] he contemplates his responsibility to our coun-
try? Is it apathy or devotion, distrust or respect? Does he know that
this freedom can only be kept by himself; that the answer of Frank-
lin to the lady in Philadelphia, when asked what they had given our
people, was “A Republic, if you can keep it,” remains as important
today as then? Does he know that Thomas Jefferson warned in the
Declaration of Independence that “We are endowed by our Creator
with certain inalienable rights” which is the great source of all we hold
dear, of freedom, and that those words are the basis of man’s search for
sources of freedom through the ages? Does he know, as he sits in his
comfortable home, the lights flickering across the now covered years,
signaling his happiness to me above, that government cannot be the
provider without being the master? Is he aware of the assessment of his
freedom, his happiness—his own and his children’s future—by those
who, through intent or ignorance, are successfully hacking away at
those vitals of freedom?

What, then, would I say to those who live in this land we love?
Is there a difference between what I would say to the aircraft worker,
the cowboy, the miner, the farmer, the businessman, the lawyer, the
automobile worker, the tobacco man, the banker, the professor, or
any man living in this land of ours? I don’t think so. The words of our
forefathers apply to all men, as do the words of this humble person

whose love of countrv was born of a devoted mather. devated ta the




everlasting truths of faith in God’s country and himself. This is what
I believe.

Letter (August 12, 1959)

On August 12, 1959, Goldwater met with L. Brent Bozell, [, to discuss
the book project, and Goldwater memorialized their meeting in a letter later
that day. The book project did not get under way, however, until a publish-
ing contract was signed several weeks later.

Dear Brent:

As I recall this is the approximate discussion we had today relative
to the project:

We would open up with something along the lines that I sug-
gested in the brief memorandum I wrote on the plane. Then, hav-
ing recognized that the nefarious efforts of those opposed to our way
of life have been rather successful in cataloguing and pigeon-holing
[conservative] people in the last thirty years, we would start a series of
discussions with the people under various groups as people. We might
start with the aircraft worker, then go to the farmer, the businessman,
the professional man, the old, the young, and those who precede their
title of American with a hyphen, such as Spanish-American, etc.

Throughout this portion of the discussion we would treat gener-
ously the thought that the one hope and desire of all the people of
this country is freedom. We could point up in the summation of this
portion of the book the thought that all people today want this, and
wanting it they should, therefore, think primarily of the powers that
might threaten that freedom before they think of the material things
they can gain from it.

We would follow this section by a discussion of the powers that are
operating against freedom today, and in this we can take centralized
government, big labor, big business, high taxation, the agricultural
programs, etc., etc., and foreign policy.

I think the windup should be in the form of a recognition of the
lessons of history that have shown us that all of the above powers, oper-
ating either singly or together at one time, have lowered the morals

of the peoples of other countries to the point that internal collapse

l i i anger of
' resulted. The lesson to be learned is that we are in more dang

1 than we are of being destroyed from

""destroying ourselves from withi

 without.

i i ¢ at it often.
It was a pleasure having lunch with you. Let’s repe

| Letter (August 15, 1959) |
iam, Goldwater’ friend who was the
blic 2nd Arizona Gazette (among

he has not totally killed

| In the following lester to Eugene Pu
“f owner and publisher of the Arizona Repu 4
1: other newspaper holdings), Goldwater describes why '
| the efforts of Manion to assemble a drafi-Goldwater committee.

Déar Gene: . .
; Relative to your letter to Pat Manion of August 11th, 1 Wou.ld like
with you when we can get together this F.all.
ing Pat understands fully my position
that any serious

;very much to discuss this
T think that after our last meet

i this, which coincides exactly with yours, nar'nely, aea -
¢ this time to place my name in nomination wot

| outward effort a oy

f result in destroying whatever little usefulness 1 hav'e to m i
ing to me, if it is going to be, shou

hole appear in the wall and
ose, for instance, the

 end to our party. The whole th
be a matter of being prepared should a

‘: i i iolently opp
h it might run. [ would vio :
R feller, as I believe that nomination would destroy

ssmen. I prefer Nixon and I am

ccurs that prevents his getting it

i nomination of Rocke
"good Republican senators and congre
!‘ i i hing o
for him, but in the event somet

‘ nd Rockefeller is suggested, then we must be ready to fight.

W otter (September 7, 1959)

(The other person that Goldwater wanted to speak with was Stepf)e he:
! gg, who had most recently served again as Goldwaters campa;fn g
ager in the 1958 reelection campaign. This letter to' S/az.zdegg neeb 41 915;
ontext to explain what followed. During bhis vacation in chem erh bﬂa,l
oldwater met with the editorial board of the Los Angeles Times, w0

] egular
n.50 impressed with the senator that they asked that he write a'r g
that he was not a writer, not

n Sha-

. Goldwater explained to the Times :
o the demands on his time in the senate commanded his full

:, , 5 .
mastion ¢ select a writer

pention. But it was agreed that Senator Goldwater would
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